x                                              INTRODUCTION

is an economic misfit in this over-crowded country, apart from
the dangers of missionary activities in the hands of bigoted
preachers. Amongst rural folks who have accepted and prac-
tised noble ideals of monogamy and chastity, that have proved
helpful towards the transmission of the joint property and the
preservation of the integrity and continuity of the family faith
and traditions, the institution of polygamy adopted side by side
will corrode the ancient virtues of sacrifice, self-control and for-
bearance which have taken centuries for the Hindus to acquire
and will speed up the process of fractionalization of property,
which has now become such a menace to efficient farming in
the country.

An institutional religion, like all other human institutions,
is to be judged as an implement of social adjustment, in the
light of the guidance it gives to the group towards a more
effective adaptation. Even a religion of local spirits, forest
deities/ ordeals and ostracisms may have a better survival value
for a backward caste or community, and its supersession may
engender a loss of morale/ efficiency and even numbers.

Besides/ the democratic appeal of Islam has easily been
and can be met by the Vaishnavism of Ramananda/ Kabir and
Chaitanya and other Bhakti systems which owe their inspiration
to many popular saints. Many of the latter have belonged to
the Harijan castes and yet commanded the adoration of the
entire Hindu community* Similarly the fervent appeal of the
Christian faith in redemptive love and sacrifice of Jesus has
been spontaneously echoed by Saiva and Ramanuja Bhakti
systems in which God sweats/ cries and suffers for/ and with,
man's travails/ imperfections and sins. There is something
pathetic in the vain idea that a change of label and religion
can alter status or do away with the economic disabilities of
centuries. It obscures real social groupings and develops fissi-
parous tendencies of the wrong kind which have nothing to do
with an upward economic movement and consequent mitigation
of social distance. Thus/ conversion to Christianity has often
imposed additional social disabilities, besides the denial of right
to public wells/ and schools in the villages of the United Provin-
ces/ where out of about 1/75/000 Christians about 1/25/000
belong to the Harijan classes.